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James F. “Pete” Spicer has over 30 years of experience providing environmental science and geological related 
oversight as a Geoscientist.  He has worked in numerous industry related positions for the exploration & 
production, refining & marketing, chemical, and waste management industries.   Early in his career, Mr. Spicer 
was employed with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) where he performed research based functional support.  
It was at the USGS where he was introduced to applications of environmental geoscience, in particular 
hydrogeology.  At Total Petrochemicals, Mr. Spicer served as the senior remediation program manager.  He was 
responsible for overseeing the closure of over 300 contaminated legacy sites at CERCLA Superfund, state 
leaking underground storage tanks (LUST) sites, tank farms, and chemical facilities.  The philosophy 
championed by Mr. Spicer was one of liability reduction based upon a “closure” model.  A philosophy focused 
on liability and accrual reduction vs annual budget expenditures.  Within his most recent employer, 
ConocoPhillips Company (COP), he was recognized as the subject matter expert on water, waste management, 
and footprint.  He was responsible for advising the COP Lower 48 business unit, external stakeholder 
engagement and industry advocacy groups on environmental risk issues.  His leadership was critical in starting 
the recycling of oil-based cuttings, a program initiated in the COP Eagle Ford Shale asset back in 2013 and one 
that was still ongoing as of January 2021.  The program recovers the diesel from the oil-based cuttings, which is 
reused for future drilling efforts.  He led the South Texas Energy & Economic Roundtable’s Water Sustainability 
Committee, a regional Oil & Gas industry consortium and public advocacy group for the Eagle Ford Shale.  Mr. 
Spicer conceived and oversaw the development of an Eagle Ford groundwater site conceptual model (the first of 
its kind) which demonstrated, in 3 dimensions, the juxtaposition of groundwater resources to oil production 
zones and produced water disposal intervals, as well as source water off take.  The model was instrumental in 
communicating what was happening below the surface, to all concerned stakeholders.  Additionally, he 
engaged the public in numerous environmentally focused public outreach programs, under the moniker “Dr. 
Drip”, representing ConocoPhillips and the oil & gas industry.   
 
Mr. Spicer expertise includes all phases of environmental liability risk management, including but not limited to 
surface/subsurface multi-media assessments, enhanced bio-attenuation application & monitoring, geochemical 
fingerprinting, ecological & human health risk assessments, geologic conceptual site models, organic & inorganic 
chemical fate & transport determinations, site remediation & restoration, with additional expertise with incident 
response management.  The geographical area of experience has been within the US L48, Alaska, Caribbean, and 
Western Europe (France).  

 
After retiring from ConocoPhillips in 2020, Mr. Spicer elected to get “back on the horse”, joining his longtime 
friend and business associate for one last gig”.  Currently, he serves as Managing Partner for United Aligned 
Consultancy. 
 
Years’ Experience: 34 
 
Education and Certifications: 
M.S., Geology (Hydrogeology), Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 



B.S., Geology (Petroleum), Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas 
Professional Geologist, Texas No. 2072 
 
Expertise: 
Waste & Water Management Review & Strategy Development  
Site Assessment & Remedial Review & Strategy Development, 
Environmental Programs (Water Waste Footprint), Auditing & Metrics Development 
Regulatory Advocacy, Stakeholder Engagement, 
Sustainability Development Risk Management Standard Development,  
Field & Laboratory Data Quality Review 
	


